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Writing [ Z  A description of an inventor
This module covers:

• Analysing paragraph structure
• Writing a cohesive paragraph about an inventor

TASK 1 Analysing paragraph structure
1 Read Paragraph 1. In what order (1-3) does it give this information?

a - the inventor’s main invention 
b the inventor’s biographical information 
с the impact of the invention on people’s lives

Paragraph 1

Johannes Gutenberg was a printer and publisher in the 15th century. Gutenberg 
also became famous for his inventions; his inventions included a printing press with 
moveable wooden or metal letters in 1448. Before 1448, books were written and 
copied by hand. As a result of Gutenberg's printing press, books could be printed in large 
numbers and for the first time the average person could buy a book and read a book.

TASK 2 Understanding cohesion
1 Compare Paragraph 2 with Paragraph 1. How are they different?

Paragraph 2

Johannes Gutenberg was a printer and publisher in the 15th century. He also became 
famous for his inventions; these included a printing press with moveable wooden or 
metal letters in 1448. Before this, books were written and copied by hand. As a result of 
Gutenberg's printing press, they could be printed in large numbers and for the first time 
the average person could buy a book and read it.

W hat is x
cohesion?
Cohesion in a text means 
that information and ideas 
are clearly connected 
together using linking 
language such as pronouns 
and determiners.

2 Find these words in Paragraph 2. What do they refer to?
1 He Gutenberg 4 this
2 his .....................  5 they
3 these 6 it
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Linking language (7) Using pronouns and determiners for cohesion
We often use cohesive language such as subject / object pronouns and determiners (his / 
this, etc.) to avoid repetition. This makes a paragraph easier to read.

Pronouns
Subject pronouns he/ she / it / they.

Gutenberg was a printer and publisher. He (Gutenberg) was also an inventor.
Object pronouns him/her/ it / them:

Johannes Gutenberg printed books and sold them {books).

Determiners
Possessives his / her/its / their:

Gutenberg was a printer. His (Gutenberg's) most famous invention was the 
printing press.

Demonstratives this / that / these / those:
He is famous for his inventions; these (his inventions) include the printing press.
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TASK 3 Identifying key information
1 E  10.1 Watch Extract 1 again and answer questions 1-3.

1 According to the lecturer, what does doing research mean?
2 What are the important questions to ask when starting a business?
3 What does the student ask the lecturer to explain? 

a why new businesses fail
b what a government grant is

2 E 10.2 Watch Extract 2 again and choose the correct answer, a or b.
1 The main purpose of the presentation is to explain: 

a how crowdfunding works.
b arguments for and against crowdfunding.

2 Emilie didn't use a bank loan because: 
a the bank wouldn’t give her one.
b the interest rate was too high.

3 Е Ю .З  Watch Extract 3 again and choose the correct answer, a or b.
1 The students have to choose the best: 

a source of finance.
b type of loan.

2 One student thinks the company will not receive a grant because: 
a it’s not an educational business.
b it doesn’t sell educational equipment.

TASK 4 Recognizing the purpose of questions
1 Match questions 1-6 from the video extracts to a purpose a-c.

1 Can you explain how that works?
2 Is a government grant like an interest-free loan?
3 Why does the government give away the money?
4 Why didn’t she take out a bank loan?
5 What do you think?
6 Do you think the government will give them money?

a asking for an explanation or to check information 
b asking for the other person’s view 
с asking for a reason

W hat is critica l 
question ing?
Critical questioning is 
when you ask questions 
to find out the reasons for 
something. It helps you to 
understand the arguments 
around a topic in more 
detail.
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Q uestions (1) Open and closed questions 

Open questions
Open questions start with words such as What, Why, How, or a modal verb like Can. Use 
open questions to ask for explanations and more detailed information.

What are the advantages of doing proper research/’
Why do governments not give loans to some businesses?
How do you start a business with crowdfunding?
Can you explain what you mean by a grant?

Closed questions
Closed questions often start with Do / Does or Is / Are. Use closed questions to ask for 
specific information to check meaning.

Does the government give grants for free?
Is it difficult to get a loan?
Are they expensive?

You can use a closed question after an open question to ask for more information:
Con you  explain what you mean by a grant? Do you  mean it's like a loan?

You can answer a closed question with Yes or No, but we often add information.
Q: Does the government give grants for free?
A: Yes, it does because new businesses create jobs and help the economy.

Ц i)) 10.4 Listen and repeat the questions.

TASK 5 Practising questions
1 Complete questions 1-8 with the words in the list.

Are Can Do How Is What (x2) Why

1 are the benefits of using an investor?
2 government grants easy to apply for?
3 you mean a family loan is better than a bank loan?
4 you explain the term ‘interest’?
5 do governments give grants to new businesses?
6 there any disadvantage with a bank loan?
7 do you think about crowdfunding?
8 does an investor make money?

2 Which questions in 2 are (a) closed and (b) open?

3 Work in pairs. Practise closed and open questions.
Student A: go to page 161.
Student B: go to page 163.

TASK 6 Critical thinking - using questions critically
1 Work in pairs. Read the statements about different kinds of research. Choose one 

statement and note down three questions to ask about it.
• ‘When a person or a company is starting a new business, perhaps the most 

important thing is to do proper research.'
• 'To have a successful career in science, you must understand the methodology 

behind any research and know the correct procedures to follow.’
• ‘Research must begin with a clearly defined goal.'

2 Work with another pair and explain your questions.

INDEPENDENT
STUDY
It's useful to prepare 
questions before you 
attend a presentation or 
seminar in English.
► Before your next 
presentation or seminar, 
make a list of questions 
about the topic you 
are going to study.
If a question is not 
answered by the tutor, 
presenter, or other 
students, then ask it.
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